


“Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, 
and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

²And he opened his mouth and taught them…”

M AT T H E W  5 :1 – 2  E SV

T h e  S e r m o n  o n  t h e  M o u n t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e 

m o st  i n f l u e n t i a l  d i s c o u r s e s  i n  h u m a n 

h i st o r y.  D e l i ve re d  by  J e s u s  s o m ew h e re  o n 

t h e  h i l l s  n e a r  C a p e r n a u m  a n d  re c o rd e d 

by  M att h ew  t h e  A p o s t l e ,  i t  re a d s  a s  a 

s u m m a r i s e d  d i st i l l at i o n  o f  J e s u s’  w i d e r 

t e a c h i n g  m i n i s t r y  –  yet  i t  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a n d 

b e a u t i f u l l y  a r ra n g e d  w i t h i n  t h e  G o s p e l  t ext 

a s  a  c o h e re n t  a n d  u n i f i e d  w h o l e .

Ac ro s s  t h re e  re m a r k a b l y  c o n c i s e  c h a pt e r s 

( c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  s e i s m i c  c o n t e n t ) ,  J e s u s 

c o m p re s s e s  t h e  et h i c ,  i m a g i n at i o n ,  a n d 

re a l i t y  of  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  i n t o  a  s e r i e s 

of  u n fo rg ett a b l e  s o u n d b i t e s .  W i t h i n  H i s 

c a re f u l l y- c h o s e n  wo rd s ,  H e  rev e a l s  t h e 

n at u re  of  l i fe  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m  a n d  o f fe r s  u s 

a l l  a n  i n v i t at i o n  t o  e n t e r  a n d  ex p e r i e n c e 

i t  fo r  o u r s e l ve s .  I t  i s  t h e  c o n s u m m at e , 

u l t i m at e  K i n g ’s  S p e e c h .

Fo r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e s e  t e a c h i n g s  h av e 

re s o n at e d  a c ro s s  c u l t u re s ,  d e n o m i n at i o n s , 

a n d  e ra s ,  i m p a c t i n g  m i l l i o n s  w i t h  t h e i r 

c o u n t e rc u l t u ra l  w i s d o m .  A n d ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y 

h ave  d o n e  t h ro u g h o u t  h i s t o r y,  J e s u s’ 

wo rd s  c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s r u pt  o u r  a s s u m pt i o n s , 

re o rd e r  o u r  d e s i re s ,  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  way s 

we  m ove  t h ro u g h  t h e  wo r l d  t o d ay.

I n  a n  a g e  s h a p e d  b y  h u r r y,  d i st ra c t i o n , 

a n d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  J e s u s’  c a l l  i s  re l e va n t , 

c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  t i m e l y:  re t u r n  t o  t h e 

s l ow,  st e a d y,  h u m b l e  fo r m a t i o n  of  a 

l i fe  ro ot e d  i n  G o d ’s  re i g n  a n d  r u l e … a n d 

u n c o m p ro m i s i n g l y  re s i st  t h e  d e st r u c t i ve 

way s  of  t h e  w o r l d .

O ve r  t h e  c o m i n g  d ay s ,  w e’ l l  ex p l o re  t e n 

s i g n a t u re  s o u n d b i t e s  f ro m  t h e  S e r m o n  – 

g i v i n g  o u r s e l ve s  ro o m  t o  b re a t h e ,  t o  re f l e c t , 

a n d  t o  a l l ow  J e s u s’  l i fe - g i v i n g  w o rd s  t o 

w o r k  i n  u s .  E a c h  d ay  o p e n s  a  w i n d ow  i n t o 

C h r i st ’s  K i n g d o m  v i s i o n ,  g ro u n d i n g  u s  i n 

t h i s  a n c i e n t  t ext  t h a t  h a s  t h e  p ow e r  t o 

c o m p l e t e l y  t u r n  o u r  l i ve s  u p s i d e - d ow n … i f 

o n l y  w e  w i l l  l e t  i t .

“JESUS OPENED HIS MOUTH 
AND TAUGHT THEM”

I N T R O D U C T I O N  D A Y

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



³ “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

⁴ “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted.

⁵ “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.

⁶ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

⁷ “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy.

⁸ “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.

⁹ “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God.

¹⁰ “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

¹¹ “Blessed are you when others revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 

¹² Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.

M AT T H E W  5 : 3 –1 2  E SV

“ B l e s s e d ”  m i g ht  j u st  b e  t h e  m o st  ove r u s e d 

s p i r i t u a l  wo rd  i n  m o d e r n  c u l t u re… a n d 

t h e  m o st  m i s u n d e rsto o d .  We  attac h  i t  to 

h o l i d ays ,  p ro m ot i o n s ,  e n g ag e m e nts  a n d 

s u nta n s  –  a s  i f  “ b l e s s i n g ”  we re  a  m o o d  b oa rd 

of  t h i n g s  g o i n g  we l l .  “ B l e s s e d  a re  t h o s e  o n 

t h e  b e ac h ,  w i t h  n i c e  c a rs  a n d  j o b s”  etc .

B u t  w h e n  J e s u s  o p e n s  t h e  S e r m o n  o n  t h e 

M o u nt ,  H e  re ac h e s  bac k  i nto  o n e  of  t h e 

B i b l e’s  o l d e st  wo rd s  a n d  f l i p s  o u r  s u p e r f i c i a l 

d ef i n i t i o n s  of  ‘ b l e s s i n g ’  u p s i d e - d ow n .

Th e  G re e k  wo rd  J e s u s  u s e s  i s  m a ka r i o s  –  a 

wo rd  t h at  d o e s n’t  d e s c r i b e  h ow  s o m e o n e 

fe e l s ,  b u t  t h e  o b j e c t i ve  state  t h ey  sta n d  i n . 

M a ka r i o s  i s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  d i v i n e  favo u r,  of 

a  ‘ h a p py  a n d  to - b e - e nv i e d ’  p e o p l e  w h o  f i n d 

t h e m s e l ve s  i n  a  l ov i n g  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e 

l i v i n g  G o d . 

W h at  m a ke s  J e s u s’  u s e  of  ‘ b l e s s i n g ’ 

s h o c k i n g  i s  w h o  H e  a p p l i e s  i t  to.  N ot  t h e 

wealthy,  but the spiritually bankrupt.  Not the 

strong winners,  but the grief-stricken. Not the 

influential ,  but the invisible.  In other words: 

the very people who feel  least #blessed are 

the ones Jesus c alls blessed f irst . 

I n  S c r i p t u re ,  b l e s s i n g  i s  n ot  t h e  e v i d e n c e  of 

a  ‘s u c c e s sf u l ’  l i fe .  R a t h e r,  i t ’s  t h e  e v i d e n c e 

of  G o d ’s  n e a r n e s s :  t h e  re l a t i o n a l  j oy  a n d 

p r i v i l e g e  of  b e l o n g i n g  t o  H i m .  T h e  O l d 

Te st a m e n t  h i n t s  a t  t h i s  t h ro u g h  G o d ’s 

p ro m i s e s ,  p rov i s i o n ,  a n d  p rot e c t i o n  fo r 

A b ra h a m  ( a n d ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y,  t h e  w h o l e 

l i n e  of  I s ra e l ) .  J e s u s ,  t h o u g h ,  m a ke s  t h e 

s u b t ext  ex p l i c i t :  b l e s s i n g  h a s  n eve r  b e e n 

a b o u t  w h a t  yo u  h ave ,  b u t  w h o m  yo u  h av e . 

J e s u s ,  n ot  e a r t h l y  p ro s p e r i t y,  i s  t h e  m a r k  of 

b l e s s i n g .

S o  w h e n  J e s u s  s ay s ,  “ B l e s s e d  a re … , ”  H e’s 

u p e n d i n g  c u l t u ra l  n o r m s  a n d  a r t i c u l a t i n g 

t h e  h e a r t b e a t  of  a  n e w  K i n g d o m  re a l i t y 

–  o n e  w h e re  G o d ’s  favo u r  f l ow s  t o  ( a n d 

t h ro u g h )  o rd i n a r y,  w e a k  a n d  h u m b l e 

d i s c i p l e s :  t h e  d e p e n d e n t ,  t h e  m e e k ,  t h e 

g r i e v i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p o o r.

I n  C h r i st ,  t o d ay,  YO U  a re  b l e s s e d , 

re g a rd l e s s  of  yo u r  c i rc u m st a n c e s .  Fo r  yo u 

a re  h e l d  a n d  k n ow n ,  l ove d  a n d  c h e r i s h e d , 

m a d e  h o l y  a n d  c o n s e c ra t e d  b y  t h e  K i n g  of 

k i n g s  H i m s e l f.

“BLESSED ARE...”
D A Y  O N E

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything except to be thrown out 
and trampled under people’s feet.

M AT T H E W  5 :1 3  N I V

O f  a l l  t h e  m et a p h o r s  J e s u s  c o u l d  h ave 

u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  H i s  ra g t a g  g ro u p  o f 

fo l l owe r s ,  s a l t  s e e m s  t h e  s t ra n g e s t .  ‘ L i g h t ’ 

m a ke s  i n t u i t i ve  s e n s e .  ‘A  c i t y  o n  a  h i l l ’  i s 

u n d e r st a n d a b l e .  B u t  l i v i n g  a s  ‘s a l t ’  fe e l s 

a b st ra c t … a n d  t h e re fo re  d i f f i c u l t .  S o  w h at 

d i d  J e s u s  m e a n?

L i ke  a  s a l t  c r y st a l ,  s p a r k l i n g  d i f fe re n t l y 

f ro m  eve r y  a n g l e ,  t h e  a n s we r  i s  wo n d e r f u l l y 

m u l t i - fa c et e d .

I n  t h e  a n c i e n t  w o r l d ,  s a l t  wa s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e 

–  fo r  m a n y  re a s o n s .  I t  e n h a n c e d  f l av o u r, 

p re s e r ve d  fo o d ,  p u r i f i e d  wo u n d s ,  a n d  ev e n 

s y m b o l i s e d  c o v e n a n t  fa i t h f u l n e s s  i n  t h e 

J ew i s h  s c r i pt u re s .  J e s u s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d raw s 

o n  a l l  t h e s e  a s s o c i at i o n s ,  c o m p re s s i n g 

o u r  ext ra o rd i n a r y  K i n g d o m  m i s s i o n  i n t o  a 

s i n g l e ,  s a l t y  i m a g e .

SA LT  E N H A N C E S .  A n c i e n t  c o o ks  u s e d  i t 

t o  b r i n g  d e pt h  a n d  r i c h n e s s  t o  fo o d .  J e s u s 

c a l l s  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  l i v e  l i v e s  s o  d i s t i n c t i ve , 

h o l y  a n d  l ov i n g  t h at  t h ey  “ b r i n g  o u t  t h e 

G o d - f l avo u r s  of  t h e  e a r t h”  ( M att h ew  5 :1 3 , 

M S G ) .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  u s .  Ev e r y  d ay,  i n  l i tt l e 

way s ,  we’ re  c a l l e d  t o  m a ke  t h e  wo r l d  m o re 

re f l e c t i ve  of  G o d ’s  b e a u t y  a n d  g o o d n e s s .

“YOU ARE THE
SALT OF THE EARTH”

D A Y  T W O

SA LT  P U R I F I E S .  I t  c l e a n s e d  w o u n d s , 

a b s o r b e d  m o i st u re ,  a n d  n e u t ra l i s e d 

o d o u r s .  I n  a  c u l t u re  b e nt  towa rd  i n j u st i c e, 

ex p l o i t at i o n ,  a n d  m o ra l  e ro s i o n ,  J e s u s’ 

fo l l owe r s  a re  to  re s i st  t h e  rot .  We’ re  c a l l e d  to 

a b s o r b  p a i n  rat h e r  t h a n  s p re a d  i t ,  to  st a n d 

u p  a g a i n st  o p p re s s i o n ,  a n d  to  e m b o d y  h o p e 

w h e n  t h e  wo r l d  s l i p s  i nto  d e s p a i r.

SA LT  C O N N ECTS .  ‘ S h a r i n g  s a l t ’  i n 

t h e  a n c i e n t  N e a r  E a st  wa s  a  s y m b o l 

of  f r i e n d s h i p.  J e s u s  i s  s ay i n g  t h a t  o u r 

re l a t i o n s h i p s  s h o u l d  t a st e  l i ke  g ra c e ,  l oya l t y, 

fo rg i ve n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  k i n d  of  st e a d fa st  l ove 

t h a t  b u i l d s  re s i l i e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .

Pe r h a p s  m o st  p rofo u n d l y,  t h o u g h ,  s a l t  wa s 

t h e  s c r i p t u ra l  s i g n  of  c ove n a n t  p e r m a n e n c e 

fo r  G o d ’s  p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  O l d  Te st a m e n t , 

e ve r y  g ra i n  of fe r i n g  i n  I s ra e l  wa s  s e a s o n e d 

w i t h  “ t h e  s a l t  o f  t h e  c ove n a n t ”  ( Le v i t i c u s 

2 :1 3  E SV ) ,  t o  s y m b o l i s e  G o d ’s  e n d u r i n g 

p ro m i s e s  t o  H i s  p e o p l e .

S o  w h e n  J e s u s  c a l l s  H i s  fo l l owe r s  “ t h e  s a l t 

of  t h e  e a r t h , ”  H e’s  n a m i n g  u s  ( YO U  a n d  M E ! ) 

a s  t h e  c h o s e n  c a r r i e r s  of  H i s  n ew  c ove n a nt 

—  p e o p l e  w h o,  by  o u r  ve r y  p re s e n c e, 

p re s e r ve  G o d ’s  s av i n g  p u r p o s e s  i n  t h e  wo r l d 

by  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  l ove  a n d  g ra c e  fo u n d  i n 

J e s u s  C h r i st .  W h at  a  st u n n i n g  c a l l i n g !

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

¹⁸ For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

M AT T H E W  5 :1 7–1 8  N I V

I n  c a s e  yo u ’ ve  ev e r  t h o u g h t  t h e  K i n g d o m 

of  G o d  wa s  s o m e h ow  J e s u s’  ‘s h i n y  n ew ’ 

p a s s i o n  p ro j e c t  w h i l e  H e  wa s  o n  e a r t h , 

d i st i n c t  f ro m  a l l  t h at  h a d  g o n e  b e fo re  H i m , 

t o d ay ’s  s o u n d b i t e  s h o w s  u s  h o w  d e e p  t h e 

ra b b i t  h o l e  g o e s .

W h e n  J e s u s  d e c l a re s  t h at  H e  h a s  c o m e 

n ot  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  L aw  o r  t h e  P ro p h et s 

b u t  t o  f u l f i l  t h e m ,  h e  p o s i t i o n s  h i m s e l f 

s q u a re l y  w i t h i n  I s ra e l ’s  w i d e r  s t o r y.  R at h e r 

t h a n  re j e c t i n g  t h e  To ra h  ( a n d  t h o u s a n d s 

of  ye a r s  of  I s ra e l i t e  h i s t o r y) ,  H e  c l a i m s 

t o  b e  b r i n g i n g  t o  c o m p l et i o n  ev e r y t h i n g 

i t  a n t i c i p at e d .  H e  p o s i t i o n s  H i m s e l f  a s 

t h e  l o n g - awa i t e d  M e s s i a h ,  fo l l ow i n g  t h e 

t ra d i t i o n  of  t h e  H e b rew  p ro p h et s  w h o  fo r 

c e n t u r i e s  h a d  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  n e e d  fo r  a  n ew 

c ove n a n t  a n d  a  n ew  h e a r t  s o  t h at  p e o p l e 

c a n  fo l l ow  t h e  l aw s . 

I n  t h i s  o n e  s e n t e n c e ,  J e s u s  d e c l a re s 

H i m s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  a ro u n d 

w h i c h  t h e  w h o l e  st o r y  o f  G o d  rev o l v e s .  A s 

o n e  c o m m e n t a t o r  o b s e r v e s :  “ t h e  o n e  w h o 

f u l f i l l s  t h e  l aw  a n d  p ro p h et s  d i s p l a c e s  t h e m 

i n  s o  fa r  a s  h e  m u s t  b e c o m e  t h e  c e n t e r  o f 

att e n t i o n . ”

“I HAVE COME TO FULFILL 
THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS”

D A Y  T H R E E

N .T.  Wr i g ht  m a ke s  t h i s  o b s e r vat i o n  o n 

M att h ew  5 :1 7:  “S o m e  t h i n k  of  J e s u s  a s 

j u st  a  g re at  J ew i s h  te a c h e r  w i t h o u t  m u c h 

of  a  revo l u t i o n .  O t h e r s  s e e  h i m  a s  s o 

revo l u t i o n a r y  t h at  h e  l eft  J u d a i s m  b e h i n d 

a l to g et h e r  a n d  e st a b l i s h e d  s o m et h i n g  q u i te 

n ew.  T h i s  p a s s a g e  s h ows  h ow  J e s u s  h e l d 

t h e  t wo  to g et h e r.  H e  wa s  i n d e e d  offe r i n g 

s o m et h i n g  u tte r l y  revo l u t i o n a r y… b u t  i t  wa s , 

i n  fa c t ,  t h e  re a l i t y  towa rd s  w h i c h  I s ra e l ’s 

w h o l e  l i fe  a n d  t ra d i t i o n  h a d  p o i nte d . ”

I n  J e s u s ,  eve r y  st ra n d  of  t h e  O l d  Te st a m e nt 

c o nve rg e s .  T h e  p ro p h et i c  p ro m i s e s , 

t h e  w i s d o m  l i te rat u re,  t h e  n a r rat i ve s 

of  I s ra e l ’s  fa i l u re s  a n d  h o p e s ,  eve n  t h e 

s a c r i f i c i a l  syste m  i t s e l f  –  a l l  f i n d  t h e i r 

te l o s  (c o m p l et i o n )  i n  h i m .  T h e  s a c r i f i c e s , 

t h e  c o m m a n d m e nt s  a n d  t h e  p ro m i s e s  a l l 

p o i nt  towa rd s  J e s u s  a n d  t h e  K i n g d o m  h e 

i n a u g u rate s . 

To d ay,  we  re m e m b e r :  J e s u s  d o e s  n ot  s et 

a s i d e  t h e  O l d  Te st a m e nt  b u t  b r i n g s  i t  to  i t s 

i nte n d e d  c l i m a x .  I n  C h r i st ’s  l i fe,  te a c h i n g , 

d e at h ,  a n d  re s u r re c t i o n ,  G o d ’s  n ew 

c ove n a nt  p u r p o s e s  a re  c l a r i f i e d ,  c o m p l et e d , 

a n d  u nve i l e d  fo r  a l l  w h o  wo u l d  s e e k  h i m . 

T h e  L aw  a n d  t h e  P ro p h et s  a re  wo n d e r f u l l y 

“ f i l l e d  f u l l ”  i n  J e s u s .

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“⁴³You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ ⁴⁴ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, ⁴⁵ that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

M AT T H E W  5 : 4 3 – 4 5  N I V

“ Love  yo u r  e n e m i e s”  i s  a rg u a b l y  t h e  m o st 

d i s r u pt i ve  s o u n d b i te  i n  t h e  e nt i re  S e r m o n , 

a  l i n e  t h at  c a pt u re s  t h e  s h o c k i n g  b e a u t y  of 

J e s u s’  u p s i d e - d ow n  k i n g d o m .  I t  i s  h e re  t h at 

C h r i st ’s  e a r l i e r  c a l l  to  b e  “s a l t”  a n d  “ l i g ht” 

b e c o m e s  u n c o mfo r ta b l y  c o n c rete.  I t ’s  e asy 

to  i m ag i n e  b e i n g  ‘d i st i n c t i ve’  o r  ‘s h i n i n g ’  f ro m 

a  d i st a n c e.  I t  i s  fa r  h a rd e r  to  i m ag i n e  l ov i n g 

s o m e o n e  w h o  h as  wo u n d e d  u s  o r  ac t i ve l y 

o p p o s e s  u s .  Yet  t h i s  i s  p re c i s e l y  w h e re 

J e s u s  l o c ate s  t h e  h e a r t  of  k i n g d o m  l i fe.

C h r i st ’s  f i r st  l i s t e n e r s  l i v e d  i n  a  wo r l d 

ove r f l ow i n g  w i t h  t e n s i o n .  R o m a n  s o l d i e r s 

p at ro l l e d  t h e  st re et s .  H e av y  t a xe s  a n d 

st r i c t  l aw s  c re a t e d  re s e n t m e n t .  N at i o n a l 

re s i st a n c e  m o v e m e n t s  s t i r re d  u n re s t .  Ev e n 

w i t h i n  J u d a i s m ,  d i v i s i o n s  we re  b e c o m i n g 

m o re  m a r ke d ,  w i t h  a  few  b e c o m i n g  r i c h 

a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  b e i n g  v e r y  p o o r.  I n t o 

t h i s  c l i m at e ,  J e s u s  d ro p s  a  s e e m i n g l y-

i m p o s s i b l e  c h a l l e n g e :  Lo v e .  Yo u r.  E n e m i e s . 

I n  o n e  p h ra s e ,  H e  i n v i t e s  o rd i n a r y  p e o p l e  t o 

st e p  o u t  of  t h e  fa m i l i a r  c yc l e s  o f  ret r i b u t i o n 

a n d  i n t o  a  way  o f  l i fe  s h a p e d  by  t h e  c re at i ve , 

re st o rat i ve  l ov e  o f  G o d .

D A Y  F O U R

T h i s  l ove  i s  n ot  s e n t i m e nt a l .  T h e  wo rd 

J e s u s  u s e s ,  a g a p a o,  d e s c r i b e s  a  d e l i b e rate 

p o st u re  t h at  ex p re s s e s  i t s e l f  t h ro u g h 

c h o i c e s  rat h e r  t h a n  fe e l i n g s .  I n  t h e 

S e r m o n  i t s e l f,  J e s u s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o n n e c t s 

e n e my- l ove  to  a c t i o n :  “ p ray [ i n g ]  fo r  t h o s e 

w h o  p e r s e c u te  yo u ”  ( M att h ew  5 : 4 4  ESV ) , 

“g i v [ i n g ]  to  t h e  o n e  w h o  b e g s  f ro m  yo u ” 

( M att h ew  5 : 4 2  ESV )  a n d  g re et i n g  t h o s e 

yo u  wo u l d  n o r m a l l y  avo i d .  I t  i s  a  l ove  t h at 

ref u s e s  to  m i r ro r  t h e  b e h av i o u r  of  t h e  ot h e r 

p e r s o n .  I n ste a d ,  i t  re s o l u te l y  ref l e c t s  t h e 

h e a r t  of  t h e  Fat h e r,  w h o  c o nt i n u a l l y  exte n d s 

m e rc y  to  t h o s e  w h o  re s i st  h i m .

T h i s  te a c h i n g  b e c o m e s  b e l i eva b l e  w h e n 

we  watc h  J e s u s  e m b o d y  i t .  S u r ro u n d e d 

by  m o c ke r y,  h e  a n swe re d  w i t h  s i l e n c e. 

Fa c e d  w i t h  v i o l e n c e,  h e  d i d  n ot  ret a l i ate.  A s 

n a i l s  p i e rc e d  h i s  h a n d s ,  h e  p raye d  fo r  h i s 

exe c u t i o n e r s .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  we’ re  re m i n d e d : 

T h e  S e r m o n  i s  t h e  s c r i pt  of  J e s u s’  ow n  l i fe.  I t 

i s  H i s  k i n g d o m ,  e m b o d i e d ,  fo r  u s  to  re c e i ve 

a n d  i m i t ate.

To  l ove  o u r  e n e m i e s  to d ay  i s  to  a l l ow  J e s u s’ 

s c r i pt  to  re s h a p e  u s .  I n  a  wo r l d  d ef i n e d  by 

r i va l r y  a n d  s u s p i c i o n ,  t h i s  u p s i d e - d ow n 

way  of  b e i n g  h u m a n  st i l l  h a s  t h e  p owe r  to 

c h a n g e  t h e  wo r l d .

“LOVE YOUR ENEMIES”

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“This, then, is how you 
should pray:

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.”

M AT T H E W  6 : 9 –1 0  N I V

“ Yo u r  K i n g d o m  c o m e”  m ay  b e  o n e  of  t h e 

m o st  fa m i l i a r  p raye rs  o n  t h e  p l a n et ,  yet  i t 

re m a i n s  o n e  of  t h e  m o st  revo l u t i o n a r y.  H ave 

yo u  eve r  sto p p e d  to  c o n s i d e r  w h at  i t  m e a n s?

J e s u s  p l ac e s  t h i s  s h o r t  b u t  p u n c hy  p et i t i o n 

at  t h e  c e nt re  of  t h e  p raye r  H e  g i ve s  h i s 

d i s c i p l e s  (w h i c h ,  i ts e l f,  fo r m s  t h e  c e nt re 

of  t h e  w h o l e  S e r m o n ) .  I t ’s  as  i f  H e  i s  t r y i n g 

to  g u i d e  a l l  C h r i st i a n  d e s i re  towa rd s  a 

s i n g l e  l o n g i n g :  t h at  G o d ’s  re i g n  wo u l d 

b e c o m e  v i s i b l e  h e re,  n ow,  i n  t h e  p l ac e s 

a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  we  i n h a b i t .  Fa r  f ro m  a n 

e s c a p e  ro u te  f ro m  e a r t h l y  l i fe,  t h e  p raye r, 

“ Yo u r  K i n g d o m  c o m e” ,  i s  a n  i nv i tat i o n  to 

i m ag i n e  t h e  wo r l d  as  G o d  i nte n d s  i t  a n d  to 

pa r t i c i pate  i n  i ts  re n ewa l .

N .  T.  Wr i g ht  c a pt u re s  t h e  h e a r t  of  t h i s 

b e a u t i f u l l y  w h e n  h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  re q u e st 

a s  “a  p l e a  fo r  h e ave n’s  re a l i t y  to  s at u rate  t h e 

e a r t h” .  To  p ray  t h e s e  wo rd s  i s  to  a s k :  W h at 

wo u l d  i t  l o o k  l i ke  i f  G o d  we re  r u n n i n g  t h i s 

wo r l d ?  W h at  s h a p e  wo u l d  o u r  s h a re d  l i fe 

ta ke  i f  J e s u s’  j u st i c e,  p e a c e  a n d  l ove  we re 

a l l owe d  to  re o rd e r  h u m a n  s o c i et y  f ro m  t h e 

i n s i d e - o u t ? 

I n  J e s u s’  m i n i st r y,  t h e  a n swe r  b e g i n s  to  t a ke 

fo r m .  Th e  K i n g d o m  i s  n ot  s o m e  va g u e  i d e a l 

o r  a  d i sta nt  h o r i zo n .  I t  e r u pts  i n  p ra c t i c a l 

a c ts  of  h e a l i n g ,  fo rg i ve n e s s ,  i nte g r i t y  a n d 

e n e my- l ove.  I t  s h i n e s  t h ro u g h  m e a l s  s h a re d 

w i t h  o u t s i d e r s ,  t h ro u g h  c h a l l e n g i n g  u n j u st 

p atte r n s ,  a n d  t h ro u g h  t h e  re sto rat i o n  of  t h e 

m a rg i n a l i s e d .  W h e reve r  J e s u s  m ove s ,  t h e 

wo r l d  t i l ts  b a c k  towa rd  G o d ’s  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n .

P ray i n g  “ Yo u r  K i n g d o m  c o m e”  i s  t h e refo re 

n ot  a  p a s s i ve  re q u e st .  I t  i s  a  d e c l a rat i o n  t h at 

G o d ’s  re i g n  h a s  a l re a d y  b ro ke n  i nto  h i sto r y 

t h ro u g h  J e s u s  a n d  t h at  t h o s e  w h o  fo l l ow  h i m 

a re  c a l l e d  to  e m b o d y  i ts  re a l i t y.  We  c a n n ot 

re p e at  C h r i st ’s  o n c e -fo r- a l l  v i c to r y  o n  t h e 

c ro s s ,  b u t  we  c a n  e n a c t  i ts  i m p l i c at i o n s . 

Ea c h  a c t  of  m e rc y,  k i n d n e s s ,  j u st i c e  a n d 

re c o n c i l i at i o n  b e c o m e s  a  s i g n p o st  of  a 

wo r l d  m a d e  n ew.

To d ay,  t h i s  s i m p l e  s o u n d b i te  st i l l  c a r r i e s  t h e 

p owe r  to  u p e n d  o u r  p raye r s  a n d  re o r i e nt 

o u r  d e s i re s .  W h at  m i g ht  i t  l o o k  l i ke  fo r  G o d ’s 

k i n g d o m  to  b re a k  i nto  yo u r  d ay  to d ay ?

D A Y  F I V E

“YOUR KINGDOM
COME”

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“No one can serve two masters, for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money.”

M AT T H E W  6 : 24  E SV

J e s u s’  d e c l a rat i o n  t h at  “ n o  o n e  c a n  s e r v e 

t wo  m a st e r s”  ( M att h ew  6 : 24  E SV )  ex p o s e s 

a  s u bt l e  c u l t u ra l  i l l u s i o n .  We  a re  t a u g h t 

t o d ay  t h at  f re e d o m  m e a n s  h av i n g  n o 

m a st e r s  at  a l l .  To  b e  t r u l y  f re e ,  we’ re  t o l d , 

i s  t o  a n s we r  t o  n o - o n e .  Yet  J e s u s  n a m e s 

t h i s  a s  a  f i c t i o n .  Ev e r y  l i fe  i s  s h a p e d  by 

d evot i o n ,  of t e n  i n  m u l t i p l e  d i re c t i o n s .  We  a l l 

s e r ve  s o m e o n e’s  ( o r  s o m et h i n g ’s )  a g e n d a , 

w h et h e r  we  re c o g n i s e  i t  o r  n o t .  T h e  re a l 

q u e st i o n ,  t h e re fo re ,  i s  n o t  w h et h e r  yo u 

s e r ve ,  b u t  w h o m  o r  w h at .

To  s p e a k  of  a  ‘ m a s t e r ’  i s  t o  s p e a k  o f  t o t a l 

b e l o n g i n g .  I n  t h e  wo r l d  J e s u s  a d d re s s e d , 

a  m a st e r  c l a i m e d  yo u r  l o ya l t y,  d e f i n e d 

yo u r  i d e n t i t y  a n d  d et e r m i n e d  yo u r  f u t u re . 

To  g i ve  yo u r s e l f  t o  a  m a s t e r  wa s  t o  o f fe r 

yo u r  exc l u s i ve  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  i s  w h y  J e s u s 

i n s i st s  t h at  a  d i v i d e d  h e a r t  c a n n o t  f l o u r i s h 

i n  H i s  k i n g d o m .  Yo u  c a n  o n l y  b e  a  d i s c i p l e 

of  o n e  m a st e r,  n ev e r  t wo.  W h e n  l o ya l t i e s 

a re  s c att e re d ,  o u r  l o v e s  g ro w  t h i n  a n d  o u r 

i d e n t i t y  b e c o m e s  b l u r re d .  T h e  h u m a n  s o u l 

wa s  n ot  d e s i g n e d  t o  l i v e  w i t h  c o m p et i n g 

c e n t re s  of  g rav i t y.

“NO ONE CAN 
SERVE TWO MASTERS”

D A Y  S I X

J e s u s  d i st i l s  t h e  w h o l e  i s s u e  by  c o nt ra st i n g 

t h e  a g e n d a s  of  G o d  a n d  “ m a m m o n” . 

M a m m o n ,  t ra n s l ate d  i n  to d ay ’s  p a s s a g e  a s 

‘ m o n ey ’ ,  wa s  t h e  G re e k  n a m e  fo r  t h e  wo r l d l y 

syste m  (o r  i d o l )  of  m at e r i a l i s m ,  we a l t h  a n d 

s e l f- re l i a n c e.  T h i s  syste m  i s  n ot  a  fa i t h f u l 

m a ste r.  I t  p ro m i s e s  p e a c e  w h i l e  c o n st a n t l y 

d e m a n d i n g  m o re,  offe r s  c o m fo r t  b u t  n eve r 

re st ,  a n d  d i st ra c t s  u s  w h i l e  e m pt y i n g 

u s .  G o d ,  by  c o nt ra st ,  offe r s  u s  i d e nt i t y 

b efo re  p e r fo r m a n c e,  b e l o n g i n g  b efo re 

a c h i eve m e nt ,  a n d  a  p u r p o s e  t h at  e n d u re s 

fo r  et e r n i t y.  We  c a n n ot  h ave  b ot h .

I n  J e s u s’  u p s i d e - d ow n  K i n g d o m ,  f re e d o m 

i s  n ot  fo u n d  i n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b u t  i n 

w h o l e h e a r te d  d evot i o n …t o  G o d  a l o n e.  L i fe 

b e c o m e s  s p a c i o u s  n ot  w h e n  we  re m ove  a l l 

m a ste r s ,  b u t  w h e n  o u r  h e a r t s  s ett l e  u n d e r 

t h e  c a re  of  t h e  r i g ht  o n e.  W h e n  J e s u s  i s  at 

t h e  c e nt re  of  i t  a l l ,  o u r  d e s i re s  a re  re o rd e re d , 

o u r  a n x i et i e s  l o o s e n  t h e i r  g r i p  a n d  o u r  l i ve s 

f i n a l l y  b e g i n  to  m a ke  s e n s e.

S o,  w h o  a re  yo u  s e r v i n g  to d ay ?

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.”

M AT T H E W  6 : 3 3  E SV

B y  t h e  t i m e  t o d ay ’s  s o u n d b i t e  d ro p s ,  o v e r 

h a l f way  t h ro u g h  J e s u s’  m a s t e r f u l  s e r m o n , 

t h e  s h a p e  of  G o d ’s  k i n g d o m  h a s  b e c o m e 

c l e a r.  I t ’s  a n  u p s i d e - d o w n  way  o f  l i fe 

m a r ke d  by  e n e m y  l o v e ,  ra d i c a l  g e n e ro s i t y, 

j u st i c e ,  h u m i l i t y,  p raye r  a n d  t r u s t .  I t  i s  a 

K i n g d o m  i n  w h i c h  J e s u s  re i g n s  a s  k i n g 

a n d  o rd i n a r y  p e o p l e  a re  i n v i t e d  t o  l i v e 

d i f fe re n t l y  a m i d  t h e i r  o rd i n a r y  l i v e s .

Yet  t h i s  l i fe  d o e s n’ t  fo r m  by  a c c i d e n t .  O u r 

m o d e r n  wo r l d  i s  a  h u l l a b a l o o  o f  c o m p et i n g 

u rg e n c i e s .  We  t e n d  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a  h u n d re d 

m e n t a l  t a b s  o p e n  at  o n c e .  N o t i f i c at i o n s , 

re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a m b i t i o n s  a n d  a n x i et i e s  a l l 

c o m p et e  fo r  o u r  att e n t i o n .  W i t h o u t  re a l i s i n g 

i t ,  we  c a n  b e  s h a p e d  m o re  by  w h at  s h o u t s 

t h e  l o u d e st  t h a n  by  w h at  m att e r s  m o s t .

A n d  s o,  J e s u s  g i v e s  u s  s o m e  t i m e l e s s , 

c o r re c t i ve  a d v i c e :  “s e e k  f i r s t  t h e  k i n g d o m 

of  G o d  a n d  h i s  r i g h t e o u s n e s s” .  P u t  t h e 

K i n g d o m  f i r st ,  J e s u s  s ay s ,  a n d  ev e r y t h i n g 

e l s e  w i l l  fa l l  i n t o  p l a c e .  P u t  s o m et h i n g  e l s e 

f i r st ,  a n d  n ot h i n g  w i l l  fa l l  i n t o  p l a c e .  I t ’s 

a  c a l l  t o  re o rd e r  o u r  i n n e r  l i v e s  a n d  o u t e r 

c o m m i t m e n t s  a ro u n d  G o d ’s  re i g n  a n d  way s . 

“SEEK FIRST THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD”

D A Y  S E V E N

H ow,  t h o u g h ,  d o  we  d o  t h i s?  A  s i m p l e  a u d i t 

c a n  h e l p  reve a l  yo u r  c u r re nt  p r i o r i t i e s .  U s i n g 

fo u r  ‘ T ’s  to  g u i d e  yo u r  ref l e c t i o n s  –  yo u r 

t i m e ,  t h o u g ht s ,  t re a s u re  a n d  t a l e nt s  –  a s k 

yo u r s e l f  h o n e st l y,  b u t  n o n - j u d g m e nt a l l y:

How do I spend my time? 

What occupies my thoughts? 

Where do I invest my treasure? 

How am I using my talents?

T h e s e  fo u r  q u e st i o n s  w i l l  h i g h l i g ht  w h at 

yo u r  l i fe  i s  c u r re nt l y  o rg a n i s e d  a ro u n d .  T h e n , 

yo u  c a n  a s k  t h e  d e e p e r  q u e st i o n :  I s  my  l i fe 

b e i n g  s h a p e d  p r i m a r i l y  by  G o d ’s  K i n g d o m , 

by  my  ow n  a g e n d a ,  o r  by  s o m e o n e  e l s e’s 

ex p e c t at i o n s?

W h e re  yo u r  a n swe r  reve a l s  a  g a p,  i d e nt i f y 

o n e  s m a l l  ste p  yo u  c a n  t a ke  to  p u t  G o d  f i r st 

a g a i n .  T h i s  i s  h ow  ‘s e e k i n g  f i r st ’  b e c o m e s 

p ra c t i c a l :  o n e  ste p  at  a  t i m e.  Yo u  d o n’t 

n e e d  t o  r u s h  i t .  Fo l l ow i n g  J e s u s  i s  a  l i fe l o n g 

re a l i g n m e nt  i nto  f re e d o m ,  p e a c e  a n d 

p u r p o s e  u n d e r  H i s  l ov i n g  re i g n .

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. ⁸ For everyone 

who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened.”

M AT T H E W  7: 7– 8  E SV

H av i n g  t a u g h t  u s  h o w  t o  p ray  t h ro u g h  t h e 

Lo rd ’s  p raye r,  J e s u s  s o o n  ret u r n s  t o  t h e 

t h e m e  of  p raye r  a s  H i s  s e r m o n  u n fo l d s . 

To d ay ’s  s o u n d b i t e  re m i n d s  u s  a g a i n  t h at 

p raye r  i s  t h e  e n g i n e  ro o m  o f  K i n g d o m  l i fe . 

I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  J e s u s  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  a p p ro a c h 

G o d  re g u l a r l y,  w i t h  b o l d n e s s ,  a s  b e l o v e d 

c h i l d re n  c o m i n g  t o  t h e i r  Fat h e r.

N .T.  Wr i g h t  c a p t u re s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  C h r i s t ’s 

i n v i t at i o n :  “ Fo r  m a n y  o f  u s ,  t h e  p ro b l e m 

i s  n ot  t h at  we  a re  t o o  e a g e r  t o  a s k  fo r  t h e 

w ro n g  t h i n g s .  T h e  p ro b l e m  i s  t h at  we  a re 

n ot  n e a r l y  e a g e r  e n o u g h  t o  a s k  fo r  t h e 

r i g h t  t h i n g s .  …  I f  h e’s  a  fat h e r,  l et ’s  t re at  h i m 

a s  a  fat h e r,  n ot  a  b u re a u c rat  o r  d i c t at o r 

w h o  wo u l d n’ t  wa n t  t o  b e  b o t h e re d  w i t h  o u r 

c o n c e r n s .  W h e n  h e  s ay s  h e’s  s t i l l  g o t  t i m e , 

s p a c e ,  a n d  l ov e  t o  s p a re  fo r  e a c h  o f  u s ,  we 

s h o u l d  t a ke  h i m  at  h i s  wo rd . ”

Wat c h  h ow  J e s u s’  c h o i c e  of  l a n g u a g e  i t s e l f 

d raw s  u s  i n t o  e v e r- d e e p e r  e n g a g e m e n t 

w i t h  G o d .  D o  yo u  s e e  h o w  e a c h  v e r b  i s 

m o re  c o n f i d e n t  t h a n  t h e  l a s t ?  We  a re 

i n v i t e d  f i r st  t o  a s k ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  o u r 

n e e d s  w i t h  h o n e s t y  a n d  h u m i l i t y. 

“ASK AND IT WILL BE 
GIVEN TO YOU”

D A Y  E I G H T

T h e n ,  we  m ove  to  s e e k i n g ,  a c t i ve l y 

s e a rc h i n g  fo r  G o d ’s  w i s d o m  a n d  d i re c t i o n 

a s  we  n av i g ate  o u r  s u r ro u n d i n g s .  F i n a l l y, 

we  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  k n o c k ,  a d o pt i n g  a 

p ro a c t i ve,  c o u ra g e o u s  p e r s i ste n c e  t h at 

l e a n s  i nto  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e s  a n d  ref u s e s  to 

g i ve  u p  h o p e.  J e s u s  i s  te l l i n g  u s  to  re a l l y  g et 

afte r  i t !

I t ’s  i m p o r t a nt  to  n ote  t h at  t h i s  m ove m e n t 

d o e s  n ot  p l a c e  t h e  b u rd e n  o n  h ow  g o o d 

we  a re  at  p ray i n g .  A s  t h e o l o g i a n  J o n at h a n 

Pe n n i n g to n  o b s e r ve s ,  “ T h e  e m p h a s i s  i s  n ot 

o n  t h e  s k i l l  o r  eve n  t h e  p e r s i ste n c e  of  t h e 

s e e ke r  i n  p raye r,  b u t  o n  t h e  c h a ra c te r  of 

k i n d n e s s  of  t h e  h e ave n l y  Fat h e r. ”

W h at eve r  yo u  a re  c a r r y i n g  to d ay,  yo u  a re 

n ot  m e a nt  to  c a r r y  i t  a l o n e.  Yo u  a re  i nv i t e d 

to  b r i n g  i t  d i re c t l y  to  J e s u s .  A s k .  S e e k . 

K n o c k .  Yo u r  Fat h e r  i s  l i ste n i n g .

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“So whatever you wish that others would 
do to you, do also to them, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets.”

M AT T H E W  7:1 2  E SV

O f t e n  re fe r re d  t o  a s  t h e  G o l d e n  R u l e , 

t o d ay ’s  s o u n d b i t e  s t a n d s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e 

m o st  p rofo u n d  ( a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g )  et h i c a l 

st at e m e n t s  ev e r  s p o ke n .  I n  a  s i n g l e 

s e n t e n c e ,  J e s u s  o f fe r s  a  v i s i o n  of  l i fe  t h at  i s 

b ot h  d i s a r m i n g l y  s i m p l e  a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l l y 

va st .  I t  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  w i s d o m  t h at  rev e a l s 

C h r i st ’s  d e e p  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  h u m a n 

h e a r t ,  a n d  H i s  s t rat e g y  fo r  i t s  re d e m pt i o n .

A s  J e s u s  p ro c l a i m s  t h e  G o l d e n  R u l e ,  h e 

g at h e r s  t h e  e n t i re  m o ra l  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  O l d 

Te st a m e n t  i n t o  o n e  c o m m a n d .  Ec h o i n g 

Lev i t i c u s  1 9  ( “ Yo u  s h a l l  l o ve  yo u r  n e i g h b o r 

a s  yo u r s e l f ”  ( Lev i t i c u s  1 9 :1 8  E SV ) ) ,  h e 

p l a c e s  p ro a c t i v e ,  s e l f- g i v i n g  l o v e  at  t h e 

c e n t re  of  a  f r u i tf u l  a n d  fa i t h f u l  K i n g d o m  l i fe .

T h e  b r i l l i a n c e  o f  t h i s  c o m m a n d  l i e s  i n  h o w 

h o n e st l y  i t  e n g a g e s  o u r  h u m a n i t y.  J u s t 

o n e  ve r s e  e a r l i e r,  J e s u s  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e 

u n c o m fo r t a b l e  t r u t h  t h at  h u m a n  b e i n g s  a re 

n at u ra l l y  b e n t  t o wa rd  s e l f- i n t e re s t ,  g o i n g  a s 

fa r  a s  c a l l i n g  u s  “ev i l ”  ( M att h ew  7:1 1  E SV ) .

“WHATEVER YOU WISH THAT OTHERS 
WOULD DO TO YOU, DO ALSO TO THEM”

D A Y  N I N E

We  i n st i n c t i ve l y  p rot e c t  o u r  ow n  n e e d s 

a n d  p r i o r i t i s e  o u r  ow n  c o m fo r t  ove r  ot h e r s . 

R a t h e r  t h a n  d e n y i n g  t h i s ,  t h o u g h ,  J e s u s 

c a re f u l l y  re d i re c t s  i t .  H e  t a ke s  t h e  ve r y 

d e s i re s  t h a t  t u r n  u s  i n wa rd  a n d  t u r n s  t h e m 

o u t wa rd  i n t o  p ra c t i c e s  of  l ove .  H e  t u r n s  o u r 

w e a k n e s s  i n t o  st re n g t h .

We  a l l  l o n g  to  b e  s e e n ,  va l u e d ,  re s p e c te d 

a n d  t re ate d  w i t h  k i n d n e s s .  J e s u s  i nv i te s  u s 

to  u s e  t h e s e  l o n g i n g s  a s  a  b l u e p r i nt  fo r  o u r 

d a i l y  a c t i o n s .  O ffe r  to  ot h e r s  t h e  p at i e n c e 

yo u  wa nt  to  re c e i ve.  E xte n d  t h e  g ra c e  yo u 

h o p e  w i l l  b e  exte n d e d  to  yo u .  S p e a k  t h e 

k i n d  wo rd s  yo u  n e e d  to  h e a r.  I n  d o i n g  s o, 

o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  b e  t ra n sfo r m e d .  T h e 

K i n g d o m  of  G o d  g rows  t h ro u g h  l ove  l i ke  t h i s .

Pa u s e  a n d  ref l e c t  o n  w h at  yo u  a re  h o p i n g 

fo r  to d ay  i n  yo u r  l i fe.  I s  i t  e n c o u ra g e m e n t ? 

U n d e r st a n d i n g ?  B e l o n g i n g ?  Pe a c e?  N ow 

t h i n k  a b o u t  h ow  yo u  m i g ht  b e c o m e  t h e 

a n swe r  to  t h at  l o n g i n g  fo r  s o m e o n e  e l s e . 

Eve r y  t i m e  yo u  a c t  l i ke  t h i s ,  t h e  K i n g d o m 

t a ke s  ro ot :  o n e  m o m e nt  of  l ove  at  a  t i m e.

I N T R O D U CT I O N  O N E  T WO  T H R E E  F O U R  F I V E  S I X  S E V E N  E I G H T  N I N E  T E N



“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and 
does them will be like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock. ²⁵ And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.”

M AT T H E W  7: 24 – 2 5  E SV

Af t e r  s p e a k i n g  m a n y  wo rd s ,  J e s u s 

c o n c l u d e s  H i s  S e r m o n  o n  t h e  M o u n t  b y 

t u r n i n g  o u r  att e n t i o n  t o  h o w  we  re s p o n d 

t o  t h o s e  wo rd s .  T h i s  i s n’ t  a  s e r m o n  t o  b e 

‘ m e m o r i a l i s e d ’  o r  ‘a d m i re d  f ro m  a fa r ’ .  I t ’s 

a  way  of  l i fe  t o  b e  e m b o d i e d  a n d  a c t u a l l y 

l i ve d .  We  m ay  a g re e  w i t h  J e s u s’  v i s i o n 

of  t h e  K i n g d o m ,  b u t  u n l e s s  H i s  w o rd s 

a re  p ra c t i c e d ,  t h e y  re m a i n  u n re a l i s e d  i n 

u s .  T h e  l i fe  J e s u s  d e s c r i b e s  i s  a c c e s s e d 

t h ro u g h  o b e d i e n c e . 

O b e d i e n c e  i s  a n  u n fa s h i o n a b l e  c o n c e pt 

i n  t o d ay ’s  c u l t u re .  We  d o n’ t  l i ke  t h e  i d e a 

of  h av i n g  t o  d o  w h at  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  s ay s . 

J e s u s ,  t h o u g h ,  f l i p s  t h e  t a b l e s  o n  t h i s .  H e 

p re s e n t s  o b e d i e n c e  a s  t h e  p at h way  t o  t r u e 

w i s d o m .  To  b u i l d  o u r  l i ve s  a ro u n d  H i s  wo rd s 

i s  t o  a l i g n  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  d e e p e s t  t r u t h s 

of  re a l i t y,  c h o o s i n g  H i s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e 

m a n y  c o m p et i n g  v o i c e s  t h at  s e e k  t o  s h a p e 

o u r  l ove s  a n d  l o ya l t i e s .

In today ’s soundbite,  Jesus frames His c all 

with images of storms and foundations.  His is 

a realistic account of l i fe in our broken world. 

“A WISE MAN WHO BUILT 
HIS HOUSE ON THE ROCK”

D A Y  T E N

H e  a s s u m e s  t h e  sto r m s  w i l l  c o m e,  a n d  d o e s 

n ot  p ro m i s e  a  l i fe  w i t h o u t  p a i n .  I n ste a d ,  H e 

offe r s  a  way  to  b e c o m e  re s i l i e nt  w i t h i n  i t 

a l l .  H i s  r u l e s ,  c o m m a n d s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  a re 

n ot  t h e re  to  re st r i c t  o u r  l i fe,  b u t  to  h o l d  a n d 

c ove r  u s :  to  te a c h  u s  h ow  to  n av i g ate  t h i s 

vo l at i l e  wo r l d  i n  r i g ht  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .

N .T.  Wr i g ht  c a pt u re s  i t  p e r fe c t l y:  “ D o i n g 

w h at  J e s u s  s ays ,  o r  n ot  d o i n g  i t :  t h i s  m a ke s 

t h e  d i ffe re n c e  b et we e n  a  h o u s e  t h at  st ays 

st a n d i n g  i n  a  sto r m  a n d  a  h o u s e  t h at  fa l l s 

w i t h  a  g re at  c ra s h . ”

A s  we  c o n c l u d e  o u r  m u s i n g s  o n  t h e  K i n g ’s 

S p e e c h ,  l et ’s  h o l d  t h i s  i n  m i n d :  G o d ’s 

K i n g d o m  b e c o m e s  v i s i b l e  i n  u s  t h ro u g h 

p ra c t i c e d  o b e d i e n c e.  Ta ke  a  m o m e nt  to  l et 

t h at  l a n d .  W h e re  i n  yo u r  l i fe  m i g ht  yo u  n e e d 

to  re a l i g n  yo u r s e l f  w i t h  J e s u s’  wo rd s  to d ay ?

A s  a  b o n u s  ref l e c t i o n :  W h i c h  s o u n d b i te  h a s 

sto o d  o u t  to  yo u  t h e  m o st  ove r  t h e s e  p a st 

d ays?  W hy  n ot  ret u r n  to  i t  n ow  to  m e d i t ate 

o n  i t  a  l i tt l e  f u r t h e r.
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